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Chaski began work in forensic linguistics in 1992 and is
credited with pioneering the field of forensic
computational linguistics. She has developed methods
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Society, IEEE Homeland Security, TALE: The Association for Linguistic Evidence, National
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Association of Forensic Document Examiners, and at professional venues such as meeting of
attorneys in Greece sponsored by DEMCO. She has published over 60 peer-reviewed abstracts,
articles and book chapters in forensic linguistics.
Dr Chaski held a Visiting Research Fellowship (1995-1998) at the US Department of Justice's
National Institute of Justice, where she initiated the validation testing which has become an
increasingly important aspect of forensic sciences since the 1993 Daubert ruling. While at NIJ,
Chaski also introduced the computational, pattern recognition paradigm to questioned
document examination and forensic linguistics. In technical support for NIJ staff, Dr Chaski
organized and hosted the first workshop on developing a research agenda for handwriting
identification, subsequently helped organize, with the FBI, the Technical (Scientific) Working
Group in Questioned Documents (SWGDOC) and developed a research agenda for handwriting
identification which resulted in the funding of several projects. She also helped organize the
first National Science and Law Conferences, served as a member of TWGEYEE (Technical
Working Group on Eyewitness Evidence) in the interviewing section, collaborated on the initial
plan for the Investigative and Forensic Sciences (IFS) and was involved with strategic planning
for IFS at NIJ until 2003.

During her NIJ Fellowship, Dr Chaski developed the first “ground-truth” dataset for testing
linguistic methods of determining authorship and produced the first study of empirical testing
results for popular linguistic methods of determining authorship. Her validation testing of
methods demonstrated that many popular techniques were not reliable. Although Chaski’s
pioneering work in empirical testing in forensic linguistics was met with resistance among
“expert witness” consultants, Chaski’s design for validation testing of forensic linguistics
methods has proven crucial in Court decisions about the admissibility of forensic linguistic
evidence. Chaski’s paradigm for validation testing in forensic science is a methodology adopted
world-wide as the way in which linguistics can meet the standards of scientific evidence. Dr
Chaski continues her research, developing and testing methods based in computational
linguistics for authorship identification, threat assessment, suicide note classification, textual
relationships, linguistic profiling, and other linguistic issues.
Dr Chaski has served as an expert witness in Federal and State Courts in the United States, in
Canada and in The Hague; she has provided unrestricted testimony on linguistic issues in
Federal and State courts after Daubert and Frye hearings. She was the first linguist to
successfully undergo a Daubert hearing for the admissibility of authorship identification
evidence based on linguistics. She is also the first linguist in the United States to successfully be
admitted after a Frye hearing for the admissibility of evidence based on the linguistic capacity
method for authorship identification and the text-typing method for discourse type
identification. Chaski’s clients have included The Russian Federation, Assistant US Attorneys in
several districts, District Attorneys in several states, Federal Defenders, attorneys in
multinational, national and solo practitioner law firms, law enforcement in Federal, State and
Local agencies, corporations listed on the Fortune 2016 Global 500 as well as private
individuals. Her linguistic analyses have precipitated defendants to admit on the witness stand
that her analyses were accurate, plaintiffs to withdraw lawsuits, prosecutors to drop or reduce
charges, and attorneys to withdraw experts whose reports and testimony do not meet legal
standards for scientific evidence. In cases without litigation, she has helped families cope with
situations from suspicious deaths to seductive teachers and helped corporate security manage
insider threat, disgruntled employees, and corporate reputation.
Dr Chaski directs research projects at the Institute for Linguistic Evidence, partnering with
research associates in Pakistan, Korea, China, Greece, Germany, Spain, the United Kingdom and
the United States. As a software developer, Dr Chaski consults with large corporations, defense
and security on computational linguistic applications through ALIAS Technology LLC. Dr Chaski
earned her doctorate and master’s in Linguistics at Brown University, her master’s in
Psychology of Reading at the University of Delaware and her bachelor’s magna cum laude in
English and Ancient Greek from Bryn Mawr College.

